
THE DIPLOMA PLUS SYLLABUS, THE SEQUENCE AND THE OBJECTIVE 

The Diploma Plus is for those whose possible vocation to ordained ministry is blessed by their parish 
priest and for those who have been recommended to the bishop for ordination by the Archdiocesan 
AXIOS Committee.  There are 20 essays toward the Diploma in a different sequence to the standard 
Diploma qualification. The first 10 essays qualify as theological formation to the diaconate; the 
remaining 10 essays formation for the priesthood.  If a person has previously attained the standard E-
Quip Diploma and then is subsequently recommended for ordination, the bishop will require the 
completion of the two extra essays. The two extra essays are on the topics “Liturgical Composition” 
(Year 1 Term 2) and “Apologetics with Comparative Theology” (Year 2 Term 3). Resources for these two 
essays will be ready by 31 October 2026. Theological formation is only one of many factors that the 
bishop will assess in terms of suitability for ordination.  Successful participation in the E-Quip Diploma 
Plus, therefore, is no guarantee of ordination thereafter. 
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